
SATURDAY ENRICHMENT ONLINE SPRING 2022
Introduction to Debate

Instructor: Jennifer Stephens, MA, JD
Instructor’s Email: stepjl@uw.edu

Course Description
This course focuses on developing critical thinking, argumentation, and public speaking skills.
To accomplish this aim, students will research current events, write speeches, and debate their
fellow classmates. Success in the course requires dedication by students to improving their
writing, speaking, and listening skills.

Essential Questions
This class is driven by a series of questions:

● What is an argument?
● How does one construct an argument and engage others in constructive discussions?
● How does one apply argumentative skills to academic work and everyday life?

Learning Outcomes
The goal of this course is to help students think critically about issues, develop argumentation
skills, and feel comfortable speaking in public. By the end of the course, students will be able to
conduct research for argumentative projects, construct concise speeches based on that research,
and engage others in discussion over issues. Students will also understand the distinction
between argument and opinion as well as the fundamental concepts of speech and debate.

Instructional Strategies
Throughout the course, students will discuss current events, write speeches, and debate their
fellow students. As the course progresses, students will be organized into groups and engage one
another in small competitions to test their skills against their classmates.

Tentative Course Schedule
Date Topics and Activities
Week 1 – April 2 What is an argument? What is debate?

Components and structure of an argument
Group argument building exercises
Argument presentations

Week 2 – April 9 Speech Overview and Types of Speeches
Practice impromptu speaking
Intro to Lincoln Douglas and Policy Debate
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Week 3 – April 16 Impromptu practice/warm up
Graded impromptus
Introduction to research skills

Week 4 – April 23 Building the Affirmative Case
Affirmative case construction
Evidence, burdens, and logical fallacies

Week 5 – April 30 Building Negative Arguments
Negative arguments and cross examination practice

Week 6 – May 7 Practice Rounds in Breakout Rooms
Week 7 – May 14 Debate Tournament
Week 8 – May 21 Debate Tournament and Course Conclusion
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